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the number of terms in the disjunction plays a decisive part.
Inasmuch as a limited number of mutually exclusive possi-
bilities is presented, of which one alone is actual, the element
of number forms an essential part of our knowledge. . , . Our
knowledge must enable us to assume that the particular terms of
the disjunction are so far equivalent that they express an equal
degree of specialisation of a general concept, or that they cover
equal parts of the whole extension of the concept. . . . This
equivalence is most intuitable where we are dealing with equal
parts of a spatial area, or equal parts of a period of time. . . .
But even where this obvious quality is not forthcoming, we may
ground our expectations upon a hypothetical equivalence, where
we see no reason for considering the extent of one possibility to
be greater than that of the others. . . ."
In the beginning of this passage Sigwart seems to be aware
of the fundamental difficulty, although exception may be taken
to the vagueness of the phrase " equal degree of specialisation of
a general concept." But in the last sentence quoted he surrenders
the advantages he has gained in the earlier part of his explana-
tion, and, instead of insisting on a knowledge of an equal degree
of specialisation, he is satisfied with an absence of any knowledge
to the contrary. Hence, in spite of his initial qualifications, he
ends unrestrainedly in the arms of Non-Sufficient Reason.1
Lotze,2 in a brief discussion of the subject, throws out some
remarks well worth quoting: " We disclaim all knowledge of
the circumstances which condition the real issue, so that when
we talk of equally possible cases we can only mean coordinated as
equivalent species in the compass of an universal case; that is to
say, if we enumerate the special forms, which the genus can
assume, we get a disjunctive judgment of the form : if the con-
dition B is fulfilled, one of the kinds j^/g/g ... of the universal
consequent F will occur to the exclusion of the rest. Which of
all those different consequents will, in fact, occur, depends in all
cases on the special form bfyb^ ... in which that universal
condition is fulfilled. ... A coordinated case is a case which
answers to one and only one of the mutually exclusive values
6^2 ... of the condition B, and these rival values may occur in
1 Sigwart*s treatment of the subject of probability is curiously inaccurate.
Of his four fundamental rules of probability, foe instance, three are, as he states
them, certainly false.
8 Lotze, Logic (Eng. edition), pp. 364, 365.